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Season 4 Taping Done Despite Major Hurdles

God enabled us to tape Season Four
of “Dr. Wonder’s Workshop” May
31-June 14, despite several major last-
minute obstacles. For the past three
seasons, we have videotaped the series
in the studios of Deaf Video Communi-
cations in Carol Stream, IL. However,
DVC could not provide the studio or
staff for this year’s taping, due to seri-
ous financial constraints.

Silent Blessings Executive Direc-
tor Marshall Lawrence met with lead-
ers of Deaf Missions in Council Bluffs,
IA, the third partner in the DWW Alli-
ance. They decided to relocate the tap-
ing to Deaf Missions’ facility in lowa.
This meant transporting the studio set
from Carol Stream, rearranging trans-
portation and lodging for the cast and
crew, and rerouting all of the props and
equipment from various locations to
the new site.

“Although this was a last-minute
change, we saw several positive devel-
opments because of it,” says SB Sec-
retary-Treasurer Judy Allison. “With
different equipment, we were able to

The cast and crew for Season 4 of “Dr. Wonder’s Workshop” pose on the
set in Council Bluffs, IA, for the last day of taping.

tape the programs in high definition.
We could draw on a larger studio crew
from the Deaf Missions community.
The larger studio reduced the number
of lighting set-ups that were needed
for different scenes. In spite of all the
changes, the project came in under
budget. Most important, God’s plan to

Michael Rivet Continues
On DWW Production Team

From the beginning of “Dr. Won-
der’s Workshop,” Michael Rivet has
played a critical role in producing the
program. As a staff member of Deaf
Video Communications (DVC), Mi-
chael directed the taping of many
DWW program segments at the Carol
Stream studio. He also did much of the
“hands-on” work of editing the final
video tape.

A financial shortfall at DVC pre-
vented them from hosting the produc-
tion of DWW Season Four. About this
same time, Michael decided that he
would resign his position at DVC.

After discussing the situation with
DVC General Director David Stecca,
Marshall Lawrence proposed to hire
Michael on a part-time basis to con-
tinue work on the TV series. The SB
Board fully endorsed this step of faith.

Michael began work in late July
when he came to Anderson to tape
AMESLAN Kids segments at our new
video studio. Though he plans to do
much of his work at his home in Illi-
nois, Michael is an integral part of the
Silent Blessings ministry. Join us in
welcoming him and his wife Alysia to
the SB team.

reach Deaf children was not thwarted.”

Additional videotaping needs to be
done at Silent Blessings’ new studio
(see related story), and a lot of editing
work lies ahead. But let us thank God
for making a way to produce Season
Four!




New Video Studio at Anderson Site

When Silent Blessings moved its
offices to Anderson, IN, in January of
this year, we reduced our lease expense
but obtained 200 square feet of ad-
ditional space. Church of God Minis-
tries, which owns the office building in
Anderson, was also willing to remodel
a large warehouse space behind the
office to serve as a video studio. This
would require a larger initial cost and a
long-term lease commitment.

After praying earnestly about the
opportunity, Silent Blessings decided
to make this commitment. We also

requested an additional grant from
a family foundation that has under-
written production of “Dr. Wonder’s
Workshop” for the past three years.
In response, they provided money to
purchase a new high-definition video
camera and lighting equipment for the
studio.

The result: We have 200 square
feet of additional office space and
1,400 square feet of studio space, ful-
ly equipped, at a cost of just $15/mo.
more than we were paying for the of-
fice suite in Indianapolis. “Praise God

from whom all blessings flow!”
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Workmen hurried to complete our new 1,400-square-foot video studio and
storage area before the first taping session in July.

From

Dr. Wonder’s

E-Mailbag

e Girl from Florida—Today was
the very first time I have seen you on
TV, and you were so cool! I have been
working in a Sign Language Club with
my little 5-year-old sister. We practice
every day after school.

 Girl from Pennsylvania—This is
FUN!

e Girl from Texas — Lisa, hello!
You’re my best frend in the world!

* Girl from Missouri—Dear Show
People: I love the show. I was just won-
dering if you could make an episode
that talks about prayer.

* Man from New Mexico—I came
across your TV program Saturday
morning as [ was getting ready for
church. I have been friends with a hard-
of-hearing (HOH) woman for 3 years.
Sometimes I tell the children’s story
in sign language for a 9-year-old boy.
I would like to thank everyone for this
ministry. The lessons have something
for all ages. May God continue to bless
your ministry.

* Woman from Ohio—Hi. I may
be one of the oldest people who watch
your show (as often as I can). I took
two quarters of ASL to sign music in
church. I started an ASL group and we
do events at other churches, too. I love
sign language; it’s a beautiful language.
Your TV show helps me a lot with tech-
nique and new vocabulary. Thank you!




